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Psalm civ. i6, 17. 

"The trees of the Lord are full of sap, even the cedars of 
Libanus which He hath planted; wherein the birds build 
their nests." 

I. When the Psalmist, by the inspiration of 
the Holy Ghost, was led to utter these words, 
he did not mean simply to tell us a plain fact 
of natural history ; but rather, clothing his 
thoughts under a language of imagery common 
to Eastern lands, he gave utterance to a 
spiritual truth. 

By the trees of th^ Lord are meant all God- 
fearing people, who are indwelt by the Holy 
Spirit, who is their life, as the sap is the life of 
the tree. 

They, are called " the Cedars of Libanus," 
because, as the cedars grow upon the moun- 
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tain, above the plain, and fanned by the pure 
air of the high country, so we should be rooted 
and grounded in a faith which rises higher 
than the level of earthly things ; we should be 
breathed upon by the freshness of an un- 
defiled atmosphere— good companions, holy 
services, high-toned books, sacred surround- 
ings ; as the sweet scent of the cedar is cast 
abroad on the air so ought the fragrance of a 
life of good works, charity, and happiness to 
be dispersed abroad by us ; as the cedar in its 
mighty strength and solemn grandeur resists 
the tempests, and is seen only more venerable 
after a storm, so are we called upon to be 
strong in the power of the Lord of Hosts, 
undismayed by the rush of tempests of trial, 
and after temptation found only the more 
firmly established in the faith in which we 
have believed ; the planting of the Lord which 
He hath glorified. And when in the next 
verse of the Psalm it is added " Wherein the 
birds build their nests," the spiritual meaning 
is that as the trees receive under the shelter of 
their boughs the birds which fly in the air, so 



we should welcome into the secret place of our 
mind the good thoughts which come to us 
from the firmament of heaven. And as in the 
spring, when the birds rest in the trees, nests 
are built, eggs laid, and new birds fly forth ; 
so should we let holy thoughts settle in our 
minds, and being taken into ourselves by God's 
blessing germinate other good thoughts, which 
leaving us may, perchance like the young birds, 
rest in other trees, and so help some other souls 
in the way of life. 

II. This text, my friends, is only one out of 
a very great number in which trees are brought 
forward in Holy Scripture as typical of man- 
kind. The good man doing good works is 
likened to the good tree bringing forth good 
fruit ; the evil man and his end to the bad 
tree hewn down and cast into the fire. In the 
ist Psalm the righteous man is the tree 
planted by the water-side, — the wicked is the 
mere rubbish of the tree, the chaff blown away 
of the wind. In the parable spoken by 
Jotham to the Shechemites, men of honesty 
and worth are represented by the olvie, the 
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fig-tree, and the vine; the vain and empty 
fellow by the bramble 

Throughout the prophecies a favourite way 
of indicating our Lord as Son of Man is by 
calling Him the Branch, or as otherwise 
translated '* the Sprout," i.e,, the new young 
tree, which should grow up from the stump of 
old and decayed humanity and re-invigorate 
the whole. And He Himself, when He wished 
to point out the close union of His children 
with Himself, calls Himself the Vine and 
them its branches. 

All this helps to prove that the writers of the 
Old Testament, under the guidance of the 
Holy Ghost, chose trees on purpose as suitable 
types of men when their words rushed forth 
with prophetic inspiration : that our Lord 
upon occasion did the same ; and this evening 
I want you just to think with me of the many 
ways in which the life of a tree may be found 
to bear a likeness to human life. 

III. Let us begin with the planting of a 
young tree — a seed or a sapling. For it to do 
well the first thing necessary is for it to be a 



sound and healthy seed or plant. So with a 
child. One of the most important things with 
regard to its future is the disposition it has to 
start with ; and that depends to a great extent 
on its parents. If they indulge in bad habits, 
if they cherish feelings of ill-temper or re- 
venge, if they give way to sloth or untruthful- 
ness or dishonesty, the worse it will be, not for 
themselves only, but also for their children. 
But the more they try to serve God, to be 
kind to each other, and true and just in all 
their dealings, so much the nobler and better 
the souls of their children are likely to be. We 
cannot tell all the influences which bear upon 
children to mould their future habits, but one 
of the very greatest importance surely depends 
upon the character and disposition of their 
parents before them. 

Next, not only should the young shoot be 
healthy, it needs to be planted in suitable soil. 
Not in desert sand where there may be a 
show of what yields support, but no reality ; 
not cast down on the hard surface of a rock ; 
but set in good soil deep and firm, where 
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its roots can spread out and receive nourish- 
ment. And this I take to be a type of the 
importance it is to a child to be amongst those 
who will do good to it while it is growing up. 
The child-soul cannot prosper among people 
who make a show of religion but have no 
reality. . Placed in the midst of those whose 
hearts are hard like the rock to the love of 
God, no matter how good its natural dis- 
position may be, it can hardly help but die to 
holiness. But if it comes amongst those who 
will teach it to pray; who, as its mind 
develops, will gradually make known to it 
great truths about our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
will check its bad habits and train it in good 
ones, then it will have a fair chance of be- 
coming a tree of the Lord, and to flourish in 
the courts of the House of our God. 

And after this there are three other things 
wanted— moisture, and pure air, and warmth. 
A young shoot must be watered by the dew 
and rain ; it needs pure and fresh air lest its 
growth should be stunted ; and further, seed 
and soil and rain and air may be all right, 



there must be heat also ; for if the young tree 
be planted in too chilly a position it will still 
perish for want of the sun to give to all light 
and warmth and brightness. 

So the Christian soul must be refreshed with 
that living water of which we are told 
*' Whoso drinketh shall never thirst," and 
which is to be gained by prayer and received 
through Sacraments. The soul too needs pure 
air: it must be kept as free as possible from 
everything that suggests evil. Children need 
to be kept from bad companions and taught 
the beauty there is in that innocence which 
does not know anything wicked it can avoid 
knowing. To live in the midst of what is 
good, safe from the taint of any breath of 
sin, that is to have fresh air. And finally there 
must be the sun : the love of God which 
shines down upon our souls — making us try to 
do what is right, not because we are afraid of 
hell or wish for Heaven, but because He loves 
us, and because that love which led God the 
Father to give His only-begotten Son to die 
for us almost compels us to love Him a little 
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in return. It is this love which alone makes 
religion bright and happy, and without which, 
as we are taught, '* Whosoever liveth is 
counted dead before Him." 

IV. We will turn now to another picture. 

We may often see rows upon rows of forest 
trees shading the slopes of a hill or clustering 
in a vale ; placed in the midst of the sun-light 
they take it in, receiving it to themselves, 
making it a part of their life, and they increase 
and grow, deepening their colours and ripening 
their fruit, whatever they have. Then per- 
haps clouds cover the face of heaven, rain 
beats down upon the bending leaves, a sound 
of murmuring runs through the wood ; the 
sunshine gone, everything has become wet and 
dreary instead. But though the rain beat for 
a day or days, and though the tarrying of the 
sunbeams ere they return be long or short, 
they return at last, and the foliage is seen 
brighter and fresher than it was before the 
rain. And it is just the same among the 
children of Holy Church. 

The sun shines, the gladness of God's favour 



and the prospering protection of His love rests 
upon His servants, and they rejoice ; they 
answer His love by love which He causes to 
spring up in themselves, they receive His 
blessings, and by His aid turn them to good 
account. But if the sun shines too long, if 
prosperity be too unbroken and the gifts of 
happiness too constant, so strange is human 
nature that there comes a weariness over it, a 
loving itself instead of its God, a seeking its 
own pleasure instead of being touched by the 
necessities of others, a faintness in well-doing ; 
and so God sends the soft rain of affliction to 
quicken and enliven it. The trial may be 
nothing very serious — illness, or misfortune, 
or the parting from dear friends, or hindrance 
in work much taken pleasure in, or the with- 
holding of something greatly desired — enough 
to bring the soul back to the Centre from 
which it was straying, to make it feel that 

earth cannot satisfy, and that if we would be 
truly happy the heart's bearings must them- 
selves be true. And though the trial last for a 
time or times it is not for long, heaviness may 
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endure for a night but joy comes in the morn- 
ing, and the silver-grey lining shining through 
the cloud-rift breaks into the light of day. 

V. I would fain linger over other simili- 
tudes, but thete are only two things more I 
will ask you to notice now. One is the use of 
bark to a tree. 

The life of a tree is in the sap, not in the 
bark. " The trees of the Lord are full of 
sap." And yet without the bark the sap would 
never rise in a tree. Once destroy the bark 
all round a tree and that tree must die. 

The spiritual part of religion is like the sap, 
the ceremonial like the bark. You know 
which is the most important ; but you cannot 
have one without the other : you must have 
both. It would be a poor thing to have bark 
round a dead trunk which had no roots to 
bring it sap. But if there were roots to bring 
the sap, but the bark had been killed which 
helped the sap to mount to the branches, it 
would still be a very poor thing, and by-and- 
bye the roots themselves would die. Just so 
man has a body and soul, and both have their 
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part to do in the worship of God. Both 
belong to God. God gave him both. And he 
is to give God ceremonial worship with his 
body, and spiritual worship with his soul. 

The body would be a poor thing without a 
soul living in it ; but depend upon it, when the 
soul is in the body it cannot truly worship if 
anyone refuses to let the body worship as well. 
Bowing at the Holy Name, making the Sign 
of the Cross, turning to the East at certain 
times, these are all outward expressions of 
some inward act of worship and belief. We 
stand up to praise God, we kneel down to 
worship and pray to Him, and in doing these 
things the body and soul should act together. 
The simple fact of coming to Church at all is 
a ceremonial act, but those persons who say 
they can worship God at home and do with- 
out coming to Church, either deceive them- 
selves greatly or say what they know to be 
untrue. " God," it is written, is to be wor- 
shipped "in spirit and in truth," but to 
worship "in truth" we must worship in the true 
and appointed manner. And though there is 
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no life in ceremonies in themselves, yet they 
give outward form to the inward motions of 
the soul ; and just as surely as a tree cannot 
live without the bark round it, so religion 
cannot be kept alive amongst us without a 
certain due amount of ceremony. • 

VI. The other thing I have to speak of is 
that a time comes for every tree to fall or be 
cut down, a time for every man to die ; but 
^ that when a tree is cut down it is not done 
with. So long as it stood it did something 
itself: it grew; when it is cut down its own 
work is finished, but its owner has something 
to do with it. There is only one thing left for 
a bad tree, hollow or decayed or worm-eaten. 
It will be burnt. But a good tree is not so 
quickly disposed of. It is first left out to 
season. After that the builder or joiner or 
other artificer comes, it is sawn and cut, 
chiselled and planed and carved, until at last 
it is made into an altar for a Church, or mast 
for a ship, or whatever its owner thinks most 
suitable. 

So with man. He dies. And his own work 
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is finished, but all is not finished with him. If 
he dies in his sins, unrepentant, unforgiven, 
there is nothing more for him but to be re- 
served for judgment — *' Whose end is to be 
burned," says the Apostle. But if he has gone 
hence in the faith and fear of Christ, ah, then 
the Great Master-Builder has something to do 
with him. Just as the tree had many rough 
notches and inequalities and faults which had 
to be got rid of after it was hewn down, so his 
soul has still many imperfections, a great deal 
in it that is not quite right and as it ought to 
be ; and so while that soul lies waiting in the 
Church at rest, before the Judgment Day and 
before it can enter Heaven, we may be sure 
that our Lord fits and fashions it, purifies and 
sanctifies it, further than was the case whilst it 
was living in the world, until it is ready for 
whatever work He has for it to do in eternal 
Heaven, and fully perfected and prepared for 
that place in the spiritual Temple of God 
which it is to hold throughout the ages ever- 
more. 

May we he found at last rooted and grafted 
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in the Stem of Jesse, the Redeemer, Whose 
Name is the Branch, and having eaten here of 
the Tree of Life live for ever in the Land of 
the Spirit of Life ; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to Whom with the Father, &c. 
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Psalm xxiv. i, 2. 

" The earth is the Lord's and the fulness thereof. ... for 
He hath founded it upon the seas, and prepared it upon the 
floods." 

Most of us have probably looked upon the 
sea. Perhaps as Isaac walked in the fields 
meditating at eventide we have walked, only at 
times not in the fields but along a sea road. We 
have heard the waves murmuring afar off in their 
minor key ; breaking with a noise of roaring 
upon rocky shores, or lapping with ceaseless 
motion amid the stones and shingle ; and no 
other sound has disturbed the stillness of the 
night, save perchance the sudden cry of some 
wild fowl, or the bracken moved behind us by 
a frightened hare. 

It is when the heart feels itself alone, more 
especially if the sense of loneness be enhanced 



1 6 Ci)e dea. 

by the still sadness of a twilight on the sea, 
that it turns from the day's jingle, the unsatis- 
fying nature of earthly vanity is made mani- 
fest, and withdrawn for awhile from the world's 
confusion conscience is heard, God speaks to the 
sinner's soul, and the child is taught by the 
Spirit of the Father. 

I. There is a picture in the first chapter of 
Genesis of land mingled with a mass of water, 
a chaos in which there seemed to be no differ- 
ence between earth and sea. Then the Spirit 
of God moved upon the face of the. waters, 
" brooded over" them, so that presently the 
light shone in amongst them, the waters drew 
off, land appeared and became capable of life, 
and brought forth fruit. 

This describes a fact, but it is also an 
allegory. 

The earth is a type of man's unregenerate 
nature, out of earth that nature was formed. 
The water is an emblem of the evil in which it 
is by nature encompassed, " a child of wrath." 
But the Spirit- of God breathes upon, " broods 
over," the human soul imprisoned there ; light 
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shines on it, life enters into it ; and it is able 
to rise above the perils that surround it, and 
bring forth fruit of righteousness. 

But though no longer lost in danger, the 
Christian soul is as yet by no means free from 
it. Much has been done, much remains to be 
done. After the chaos, the earth was left shut 
in by the sea ; and we, risen though we be, as 
we humbly trust, to life in Christ, still remain 
in the midst of infirmities, liable to trouble. 
By-and-bye, when the great change has taken 
place, and the new heavens and new earth 
appear, there will be only the mystical sea of 
glass, and no more sea in the sense of what is 
accompanied by trial and distress. So will 
come for us, if we be found at the last on the 
Lord's side, a time when all infirmities will be 
passed, all troubles ended : when there will be 
no more voyaging through storm and tempest, 
and we can lay down every care at the Feet of 
Christ. 

II. Again, look upon the sea : is it not the same 

that your forefathers saw ? The sea remains — 

our forefathers, where are they ? 
B 
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Look upon the sea : the ancients of centuries 
gone by looked upon seas the same. The 
waters are unchanged, but our thoughts, oh 
how different ! 

We gaze across the waves, we look out in 
the blackness of night when the tempest howls 
and flashes of lightning illume momently the 
beach and jutting headland, we hear of ship- 
wreck, and we know that God rules the raging 
of the billows, and stills the waves when they 
arise ; and though He suffer them to work sore 
destruction, yet He is the Father of the father- 
less, and the shelter of the widow in her dis- 
tress. But in those olden times it was not in 
. one, just, mighty, and merciful Providence the 
heathen believed. The blood of oxen and rams 
was poured out, offerings of fine flour, and oil, 
and wine, and the fat things of the earth, were 
presented, to propitiate the many gods and 
goddesses who were supposed to have power 
on the sea, and without the will of one or other 
of whom, whether greater or less, and often one 
deity in opposition to another, it was thought 
no wind could blow, no storm arise, no waves 
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mount aloft with foaming crest, nor any calm 
breathe across the surface of the deep. And 
when the wife mourned her husband, the child 
its father, there was none to comfort with the 
hope of a joyful resurrection, no looking for- 
ward to a glad meeting hereafter, only a dead 
feeling of loss — nothing more. 

We are so accustomed to the gladness of the 
Christian religion that we sometimes forget to 
be thankful for our blessedness in being elect 
and chosen to be " the people of God," and to 
have received the knowledge of the truth. 

If we have loved ones on the wide waters, 
God grant them a safe home-coming. But if 
that be not granted them, we need not sorrow 
as those without hope ; we can still trust to 
join hand with hand, and heart with heart, in 
the better land, where shall be no crying, nor 
tears, nor any more pain. But this is because 
we are Christians, because God's wonderful 
predestination has called us into the kingdom 
of His dear Son. May it be that a sense of 
Christian privileges bring with it also a realiza- 
tion of Christian duties. 
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III. Gaze again. The sea is bounded now 
by a beach of sand, and the command has 
been given, " Thus far shalt thou go and no 
further." Yet as they leap and toss the waves 
seem to mock at us, and strain to over-reach 
their limits ; as though they remembered the 
time when the fountains of the great deep were 
opened, and the waters rose over all its shores ; 
above the housetops where women gathered 
weeping with their children ; above the top- 
most branches of the trees to which men clung 
in an agony of despair ; above the high hills 
and the mountains whither the trembling peni- 
tent and the hardened sinner had alike fled for 
refuge, and where the last of an evil race were 
gathered in terrified dismay : mounting ever 
upwards, yet with the ark mounting higher 
still. Those flooding' waters, type of an onrush 
of tribulation and distress, hurrying so many 
millions into eternity, could not prevail against 
the ark, the figure of the Church : rather, the 
more they increased the nearer it was uplifted 
to heaven ; just as it has ever followed that the 
more fiercely afflictions have assailed Christ's 
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Body on earth the brighter it has shone in 
spiritual and holy life. 

The floods came, the rain descended, yet 
compact together and securely shut in by God, 
although tossed to and fro, and, it must have 
been, severely tried, the Ark rose superior to 
all, and in it a few, that is, eight souls were 
saved. 

So now the Ark of the Church is launched 
on the sea of the world. Let temptation be 
what it will, the devil's power great as it may, 
his rage never so fierce, still — Christ sleeps 
not, His Church sinks not. He will preserve it 
to the end, and in it all who are true to Him, 
who have a little patience, " who hold fast that 
which they have," in the Refuge He has pro- 
vided for them. 

IV. This brings us to a Gospel scene. A ship 
on the lake of Tiberias ; the wind howHng, the 
water raging ; Christ asleep with- weariness ; 
and the Apostles steadying the rudder, furling 
the sails, baling out the insweeping sea, ashamed 
to wake the Christ, afraid to leave Him sleep- 
ing — and Christ arises, and lo, a great calm. 
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Surely the ship is the Church ; surely the Apos- 
tles just the Clergy; the storm a raging of 
enemies round about to overwhelm it. And 
does Christ sleep ? Is He careless to all the 
world's war and troubles ? Is He so worn with 
His labours for our salvation that for awhile 
now He forgets us ? It is not so. It cannot 
be. If the Bride shall say, " I sleep, but my 
heart waketh," much more He. " The Keeper 
of Israel neither slumbereth nor sleepeth,*' are 
His words in the psalm. Though deliverance 
may seem to tarry long, though the foe appear 
to gain advantage, yet let us only trust, only 
stand true to our posts, only be brave in Him, 
neither fail through faint heart nor try to 
hasten His time. In the hour of need He will 
arise, and with Him victory and peace. 

Again see that ship tossed with waves and a 
contrary wind ; the disciples toil with rowing 
in the dark night, longing for their Lord's 
presence, wondering as to where He is and 
what about ; and He is afar, praying. In the 
fourth watch He comes, the last watch of night 
when the day is ready to break ; and S. Peter 
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goes to Him walking on the sea. So Christ 
leaves His Church awhile, to hold on its way 
through hard difficulties, to meet stern blasts, 
to learn perseverance and steadfast faith. In 
the fourth watch He will come and His re- 
ward with Him. The first watch was the age 
of the Patriarchs, the 2,000 years from Adam 
to Abraham ; the second watch the age of the 
Law, the 2,000 years from Abraham to Christ ; 
the third watch the present Gospel period ; 
the fourth, that of His Advent in Glory when 
He will lead His Church into an eternal calm. 

Blessed are trials and crosses to the 
Christian soul^ upon the billows and storms 
Christ comes walking to it. Through the 
tumult of its sorrow, the darkness of its night, 
it does not recognise that it is He Who draws 
near. It cries out as at a new terror, but He 
exclaims, ** Fear not, it is I." Oh, what 
power in those words 'Eyweifii, "It is I." The 
ready soul hearing them fears no longer the 
tempest of trial, but cries, " Command me to 
come to Thee ;" to come upon the very waves 
of that tempest. It does not now ask that the 
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trial may be taken away. Christ walks on the 
same waves, therefore it would walk them too, 
if thereby it may meet Him more speedily. 
Only fear, brave soul, lest like S. Peter thine 
eyes turn from resting on thy Lord to behold 
the billows instead. 

Xwice besides the ship comes before us, and 
both times with fishers ; there is toiling all 
night and catching nothing: a letting down 
the net at Christ's command in the unlikely 
morning hour, and the enclosing a great 
multitude of fishes. But in the one are good 
fishes and bad ; drawn together into the Net 
of the Church Visible, which is strained by 
their sins and disagreements so as to be on the 
point to break ; and the fishermen are still at 
sea. In the other are all good fish, a counted 
number ; they are drawn to land, the Land of 
Everlasting Life ; the net not rent at all ; the 
fishermen's work ended, and themselves invited to 
sit down to a banquet with their Lord. 

v. To turn in conclusion to the Psalms. 

There is that strange verse in the 32nd 
Psalm, '* For this shall every one that is 
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godly make his prayer unto Thee in the time 
when Thou mayest be found, but in the great 
waterfloods they shall not come nigh Him." 
The great waterfloods represent greatness of 
suffering and temptation, such a time as when 
a Christian is most drawn to God through the 
very urgency of his need ; but when one who 
has not learnt to pray in times of less severe 
trial and danger will scarcely ft^g^m to learn ; 
though, thank God, it is not always so. And 
David in this place draws a comparison be- 
tween those who recognised God's Hand in the 
afiliction that visited them, and confessing 
their sins found help to the comfort of their 
souls ; and those sinners who being without 
understanding, like " horse and mule," could 
not realise that their troubles came from God, 
would not seek Him when most of all He was to 
be found, and who had to be restrained by Him 
from falling into open rebellion and apostasy. 

So when the Psalmist was suffering from 
great spiritual depression, longing for the 
water-brooks, the refreshing streams of God's 
grace, he cried, " Deep calleth unto deep at the 
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noise of Thy waterspouts, all Thy waves and 
Thy billows are gone over me." What was his 
meaning but that the heavy affliction with 
which God chastened him had stirred up the 
deepest feelings of his heart, so that his cast- 
down, disquieted soul was shaken to its very 
foundations. Mistrust awakened in the deep 
of his heart answered by Hope from another 
deep in the same heart ; the fear of being cast 
away from God's mercy replied to by the 
assurance of love. And it must have been 
something of the same kind which Jonah felt, 
when having been cast into the sea he said in 
his prayer (ii. 5), *' The waters compassed me 
about even to the soul, the depth closed me 
round about, the weeds were wrapped about 
my head." 

Thus we get at it that *' the earth .... 
is founded upon the seas and prepared upon 
the floods;" the earth is man, the seas and 
floods perils and overwhelming troubles ; and 
upon these, the manful endurance of them and 
passing through them safely, a good man's 
character is built up. Thus by God's help he 
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comes to have not alone the innocence of a 
forgiven soul, but the virtue of a conquer- 
ing one. " Unproved goodness," says P^re 
Grou (" Temptation '' in '' the Hidden Life,") 
is but an uncertain matter — he rides easily 
whom God carries ; prayer is no hard matter 
when it is full of sweetness ; victory over self 
costs but little when Nature is not greatly 
thwarted. Holiness would scarcely be what it 
is, rare, hard to win, if it involved no struggles, 
no difficulties. To prove is to purify, and the 
selfishness, the pride which tarnish man's 
heart are purged from it when it is proved in 
the furnace of affliction : and without some 
such process there can be none of that purity 
and heavenliness which follow upon temptation 
endured. 

"The best fish" (S. Francis of Sales, 
" Spirit " 226), " come out of salt water, and 
the best souls are trained amid contradictions, 
the waters of which cannot quench love." 

And now unto Him that sitteth above the 
Waterfiood, God only Wise, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holv Ghost, be, &c. 
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Psalm cxxi. i. 
" I will look unto the hills." 

I. Mountains are an emblem of a sure foun- 
dation. No earthly symbol can perfectly 
answer to a heavenly reality, but "the ever- 
lasting hills " are the most full type there is 
in the world of continual, lasting, unchange- 
ableness. We can think of them as they 
stand now so standing when Adam was first 
formed, so standing when our Lord returns to 
Judgment and the Mount of Olives cleaves 
beneath His Feet. 

Of all earthly things then a mountain is the 
most immoveable. " They that trust in the 
Lord shall be even like the Mount Sion, which 
may not be removed, but standeth fast for 
ever." That is the Psalmist's application of 
this truth, and because it so stands fast a 
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mountain is a type of our Lord. When Sion 
is spoken of as a synonym for Jerusalem it 
signifies the Church ; but when more exactly 
it indicates the hill on which Jerusalem was 
built it means Christ, upon Whom is built the 
new Jerusalem, our Christian Church, which 
has descended from God out of heaven. 
'* Who art thou, O great mountain ?" cries the 
prophet Zechariah ; and in a well-known 
passage a Jewish rabbi replies ** that great 
mountain is Messiah." It is upon this moun- 
tain, near to heaven in the holiness of her 
teaching, lifted up above the things of earth in 
her aims and aspirations, out, away from the 
desires of the natural man, that is the life of 
the Church of Christ, which amongst mortal 
men links earth with heaven. It labours on 
earth amidst imperfect and erring material, 
and so the outward expression of its true 
beauty and proportion is continually being 
marred by the frailty of its children. Still it 
cannot be hid. Nothing on earth, even of 
earth's best, approaches to the pure holiness 
of its moral teaching, the simple loftiness of 
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its faith, the power of its touch on the souls of 
men. It doth not appear yet what it shall be, 
but this we know, it will endure unto the end 
because it rests upon Jesus Christ. 

II. And it is beautiful to think how our 
Lord associates His servants with Himself in 
the work of His Church. He is the sure 
Foundation, the Rock, and Corner-stone ; 
nevertheless, " the wall of the City hath twelve 
foundations, and in them the names of the 
twelve Apostles of the Lamb." His chief 
disciples therefore are joined with Himself; 
" He is not ashamed to call them brethren." 
So it says *' Very excellent things are spoken 
of Thee, thou City of God. . . . Her 
foundations are upon the holy hills ;" a term 
which S. Augustine interprets of the Apostles, 
saying, " * I will look unto the hills,' that is to 
the Apostles," from whose teaching, example, 
and constancy unto death, " cometh my help ;" 
yet only in a derived way, for it immediately 
follows, as before all else, '^ My help cometh 
from the Lord, Who hath made heaven and 
earth." Further, not alone the Apostles but 
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all Christian people who have come near to 
Christ are included as sharing in the Master's 
work. *' I will make them and the places 
round about My hill a blessing." He says in 
Ezekiel, "and I will cause the shower to come 
down in his season, there shall be showers of 
blessing." 

The deep clouds are drawn to the high 
mountain, but all the hills round about help 
in gathering the clouds together by their 
attraction ; and so the sweet rain falls on the 
thirsting earth. Thus the Holy Ghost teaches 
that Christ ruling, watching, interceding, 
gains blessings for His flock; but all His 
children who live close to Him, receiving of 
His fulness themselves, become channels 
whence blessings flow to others. Joseph, 
winning prosperity for all the house of 
Potiphar ; Moses, forgiveness for Israel, God's 
chosen ; every Christian, good for those about 
him. Tlie emigrant who goes forth to the far 
West, the traveller into savage regions, if only 
he himself is near Jesus Christ, takes with 
him showers of blessings for those amongst 
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whom his lot is cast. In his place he is 
God's hill, and God blesses not him alone but 
others through him. Showers of peace, 
showers of joy, showers of gentleness, for- 
bearance, meekness, temperance ; oh, that 
these might be dispersed abroad by us ! But 
for this, born anew in Holy Baptism, lifted 
to companionship in heavenly things, we must 
not go down the hill to covet a place in the 
world's mammon. Its pomps and vanities, 
the devil and his works, the lusts of the flesh, 
are there : shall we leave our sure dwelling in 
Christ Jesus to descend to them ? ^* Thou 
didst turn Thy face from me and I was 
troubled," lamented David after he had been 
set up on the hill of Salvation. It might be 
so with us too. God keep us, and centre our 
whole love and life on the foundation never to 
be moved. 

III. Other foundation is none save Jesus 
Christ. Yet as there were many false pro- 
phets, many deceiving Messiahs, so are there 
mountains to build on which is ruin. Moun- 
tains which belch forth fire and flame, rocks 
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and burning lava ; mountains like that on 
which Quito is built, hollow, eaten up with a 
furnace inside ; mountains like those which 
ever and again rise amidst the isles of 
Oceania, and lift themselves boldly maybe for 
a day, maybe for a few years, but only to sink 
in the end in some sudden destruction. 

To follow a sin ; to spend our lives in the 
pursuit of a wicked passion ; to eat, drink, 
and be merry, contented with earthly goods ; 
to put our trust and build up our hope in some 
child of man, forgetful about God, is the same 
as to build on a volcanic mountain. Some 
day our delight will fail us, and with it all our 
happiness, such as it was; our sin will turn on 
us and rend us ; the earthly prop will prove 
but a bruised reed and go into our hand and 
pierce us ; a voice will say " This day is thy 
soul required of thee," and perchance it will 
be too late then to cry ** Lord, save us, we 
perish." 

IV. But mountains speak of our Lord as a 
strong place of defence. 

Again and again have Highland warriors, 
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posted amongst their lofty fastnesses, driven 
off enemies who have attacked them from the 
plains. Roman veterans pitched their camps 
on the hills, and Norman barons raised their 
castles upon heights which enabled them to 
watch the country round. Forewarned they 
could be fore-armed. 

Now God is our Hope and Fortress, our 
Castle and Deliverer, our Defender in Whom 
we trust. He teacheth our hands to war and 
our fingers to fight. Only if we would have 
God's protection we must fight in His way, 
then with Christ for Captain every assault is 
turned to our advantage, and we are certain 
to prevail at last. Taught to listen to the 
voice of conscience we shall feel from afar the 
approach of spiritual enemies, and we must 
watch, and not be taken in a snare unawares. 

If we would conquer sin we must, as far as 
possible, live out of it. Not going to meet 
temptation ; not taking part in the confidences 
of the ungodly ; no descending from our place 
of safety to what might be thought a neutral 
zone — a borderland between Christ's territory 
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and the world or the devil's. If we do any- 
thing of the kind we must surely fall. You 
may live indeed in the midst of sin without 
of necessity taking part in it ; but if so, it 
must be because our dear Lord has made a 
very fortress of your heart, and garrisoned it 
Himself, so as to keep evil out. But what 
says the Psalm, " With the holy thou wilt be 
holy, and with a perfect man thou wilt be per- 
fect ; but with the froward thou wilt learn 
frowardness." Our true security against sin 
is to live with our hearts, God grant, above it, 
out of it ; even though we b^ called to meet it 
day by day. And remember, the weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal ; they do not 
consist in resisting evil with evil, but in over- 
coming evil with good. 

V. In some states of the atmosphere there 
is a haze of blue, a mist that envelops far off 
hills. Our eyes cannot pierce the slight gloom 
which gathers over crag and peak. Nor on 
the clearest days unless we ascend to the very 
top can we rightly tell or see or number or 
measure the bank that rises above bank, the 
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unlocked for declivities, the rocky ridges, the 
glens, the countless difficulties and often 
beauties, which intervene between base and 
peak. And so is Christ hidden. If any man 
will tread in His steps he shall know of His 
life ; *' if any man do His will he shall know 
His doctrine ;" the doing and knowing go 
together. No one knows what is meant by 
mountain climbing by just scanning the sides 
of a hill with his eye, he must go up. Far 
less is it only in hearing sermons or reading 
the Bible we realise Christian holiness, Chris- 
tian truth. That is one of God's gifts, and 
He only bestows it on those who having learnt 
something try to put that little into practice. 
I have met people, not particularly good, 
who have seemed to think they knew every- 
thing worth knowing of Christ's religion, as 
much as any Saint. Like a boy who, seeing 
a mountain with a rather steep but moderately 
fair ascent, thinks he can well manage it. 
But when he supposes he should be about half 
way up he finds he has only gained the top of 
a first elevation, beyond which stretches 
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another height, which, when he has gained it, 
shews to him others, whilst the topmost peak 
seems almost as far off as at the first. 
Experience, in the end, sets him right. And 
it is only by experience in actual Christian 
practice that we come to know, not the height 
or depth, or length or breadth, but the 
beginning of God's love, of Christ's gentleness, 
of hidden truth. Have you when smitten on 
one cheek not kept out of the way of the 
smiter, not only prayed for him, but, when 
duty appeared to call you, given him an 
opportunity to smite again ? Have you 
knelt down to God so prayerfully that He has 
presently taught you something, not a new 
thing altogether, something perhaps known to 
many other Christians, only till that moment 
unknown to you ? Have you waited, could 
you wait, many days, perhaps years as it 
seemed to you, for God to help you in some 
sad need, without murmuring ? Ah me ! It 
is only after many struggles, many stumbles, 
we come to know how weak we are, and God 
how wonderful ! 
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VI. Let us turn to mountains whose sum- 
mits are covered with perpetual snow. 

What is whiter than the driven snow ? We 
know of nothing whiter, and therefore snow 
has become an emblem of purity. 

Yet we think it can easily be defiled ; it 
will quickly melt ; it is soft and yielding ; we 
can pierce it through and through and 
scatter it ; and it is cold, so cold, we do not 
love its coldness. 

But the continual snow on the far off hills 
is beyond our reach ; that cannot easily be 
defiled ; nothing vile can approach unto it. 
"Who shall ascend into the hill of the 
Lord, and who shall stand up in His holy 
place ?" We chant in the Psalm, and reply, 
" Even he that hath clean hands and a pure 
heart." It cannot be stained and the sun's 
rays melt it not : soft and yielding as it is it 
will harden round and kill the nature alien to 
it ; cold as it is it warms and cherishes the 
palmella nivalis, the little plant, red, like the 
fire of love, which nestless within it. 

On the mountain it is above where man 
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passes, above where the smoke of earth 
reaches, above where anything grows save its 
little red flower of love ; and the snow and the 
flower, purity and love, are nearest of all 
earthly things to the throne of God. 

Before man can enter God's Presence he, 
too, must be thus. Clothed on with purity ; 
dead, like the snow-covered earth of the 
mountain-top, to all that earth usually brings 
forth ; dead to every desire that the natural 
man lives for ; not dead partly but dead 
wholly; and offering one flower to the great 
Master, the flower of Love in which all other 
virtues lose themselves. 

Such is the purity of the Angels, who, 
though they succour and defend us, coming into 
our midst, cannot, as we know, be contaminated 
by our infirmities. Near to such was S. 
Paul when he said " For me to live is Christ," 
for he hoped for nothing more of his own in 
the world, his one desire was to do his Lord's 
bidding. Such is not our's, alas, tossed about 
with divers lusts and passions ; bound by 
affections so much of the earth, earthly; 
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entangled in fleshly wills which war against the 
will of God. 

Holy Snow ! Resting perpetually on the 
mountain tops it is a symbol of the intense, 
perfect sanctity which encircles the mysteries 
of God's deepest dealings with man. And 
from it the streams are fed. The River of God 
is full of water, it flows from an undefiled 
source, and the clear limpid streams are types 
of the Holy Ghost. Yet our Lord, the source 
of purity Himself, gives this high promise, 
" He that believeth in Me .... out 
of his belly shall flow rivers of living water ;" 
to which S. John adds, '* this spake He of the 
Holy Ghost." So may " the mountains bring 
peace to us, and the hills righteousness." 
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Psalm xlvi. 4. 

"There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad 
the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the 
Most Highest." 

In Holy Scripture the salt, restless waters of 
the sea represent the troubles and temptations 
of this life, the fresh water of rain and 
springs and rivers the Holy Spirit and His 
blessed influences ; and without dwelling upon 
the mysticism which in other ways may be 
seen to underlie a great portion of Holy 
Writ, I propose to-day more especially to 
draw attention to those natural types which 
cause fresh running water to be such a fitting 
emblem of the Holy Ghost. 

I. The water of a stream is pure, clear, 
bright. There is no defilement in it as it 
rushes onwards, seeming to laugh in the sun- 
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light, cleansing and refreshing whatever it 
passes. 

The Holy Spirit is pure, clear, bright. How 
pure is that Spirit Who is the Sanctifier, 
bringing the Blood of Jesus to sin-stained 
souls, and washing them clean from all the 
foulness of their iniquity ! Clear and bright 
is that Spirit. His work may be looked upon ; 
He casts His glory upon those in whom He 
dwells, and bestows upon His children all 
those gifts and graces which make Christianity 
amiable and cheerful ; for He is a bright 
Spirit, a " Princely Spirit," and He fills with 
happiness those who receive Him. 

Just so our lives should be pure, clear, 
bright. Pure ; for it is not right that God's 
children should take pleasure in ungodliness, 
or that they should remain the slaves of those 
sins which in Baptism it was promised they 
should forsake. Clear ; for everyone that 
doeth truth cometh to the light that his deeds 
may be made manifest. We must have no 
secret sins : nothing underhand : nothing in- 
sincere : no unfair dealings with others ; no. 



nor any tryings to hide away things which 
should be bravely acknowledged and atoned 
for. '* Ever}^one that doeth evil hateth the 
light, neither cometh to the light, lest his 
deeds should be reproved.'* But we are to be 
of the day, like Samuel, not afraid of having 
our deeds enquired into. And we are to be 
bright. The peace and happiness, the sense 
of love and blessedness, which our religion 
gives us, is to be shewn in our lives, 
*' Rejoice evermore,'* says S. Paul. " In 
everything give thanks." Be not over- 
anxious. Submit patiently to trial. Let it 
be seen that to be a Christian is to be 
possessed of a fount of joy which no earth- 
born cloud can darken or destroy. 

II. Secondly. The watershed of a country is 
always high. Rivers and streams, though they 
flow down into the valleys and along level 
plains, always rise in a source which is above 
them. 

So the Holy Spirit, though He comes down 
amongst the sons of men, though He disdains 
not to tabernacle in our midst, low and carnal 
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as we are, yet He comes from on high, a gift 
sent down from the Father of Hght. 

And the sons of God, who are new-born to 
a new life of holiness in Christ Jesus, and who 
are sanctified by the Blessed Spirit of Promise, 
must have their Hfe from Heaven. " In the 
world, but not of the world,'* is to be one of 
our mottoes : working here, dwelling here, yet 
drawing our life from a far-off country. If 
the source of our life is here, if we labour for 
the world, if our joys and hopes are all in it, 
then we cannot belong to God. But if we 
are of Christ we shall constantly look to Him 
for supplies of grace and nourishment; we 
shall be labouring in a vineyard far away from 
the Better Land, but our strength will come 
from the City of God ; with manna and water 
from the Rock He will sustain us, and so we 
shall be able to take some of the freshness of 
Sion into the dreary wilderness of earth. 

III. Thirdly. As the stream or rivulet 
rushes down the hill-side it meets with fair 
flowers, mosses, -ferns, and beautiful grasses 
along its banks, and with weeds. 



Those flowers and weeds can do nothing to 
make the water come to them ; but when it 
has come they cannot escape from its in- 
fluence, they all receive it, though not all in 
the same degree; and the flowers and ferns 
and mosses grow into more perfect beauty, the 
weeds into greater rankness. 

How like to human beings are these weeds 
and flowers ! The stream of clear water is 
the Holy Ghost. We cannot ascend into 
Heaven to fetch God down from above, but 
God in His infinite mercy comes to us of His 
own accord, and no one can escape from the 
influence of the divine Spirit which is amongst 
us. The flowers and weeds are compelled to 
grow one way or other, and so must we. 
Those who bend to the influence of the great 
Sanctifier, who listen to His holy inspirations 
and follow His guidance, they, as it were, take 
their place amongst the luxuriant flora which 
marks the river's course. Those who harden 
themselves against good influences, who resist 
all inward motions to purity and forbearance 
and godliness, drifting off into sin and wicked- 
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ness, though God calls them lovingly to 
Himself, and sends them unasked the help by 
which they may serve Him, they are as weeds, 
growing worse and more desperate for every 
holy grace which they pervert to evil. 

There is a difference here, however. 

The stream flows on, and flowers and weeds 
line its banks; but be its waters never so 
limpid it cannot turn the rank weed into a 
lovely flower. 

But the Spirit can. 

It is His place to make the hard heart soft^ 
the stern gentle, the cruel kind, the revengeful 
forgiving, the drunkard sober, the impenitent 
repentant. "Create in me a clean heart, 
O God !" we cry ; and God, hearing, takes 
from us the old heart of stone and gives us a 
new heart of flesh. Oh ! my brother, my 
sister, are you like the weed on the river's 
bank ? Are you yet living for old evil passions, 
are you rebellious in the midst of sins un- 
forgiven, are you turning the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit to evil, are you becoming more and more 
acquainted with the ways of iniquity, though 
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God offers you through His Church so many 
means of grace ? Oh, bend now to the stream 
of pure water, " Whoso drinketh of this 
water shall never thirst, but," says our Lord, 
" the water which I shall give him shall be in 
him a well of water springing up unto ever- 
lasting life." It has worked mighty changes 
in times past, it is working mighty changes 
now; many a strong unregenerate nature it 
converts from evil to good. Weary sinner, 
will you not let it work a change in you ? 
Cannot you say to the Great Master this very 
night, ** Give me to drink." 

IV. Fourthly. Note how the stream origi- 
nates. There is the troubled sea, tossed to and 
fro, never resting. The sun acts upon its 
mass of waves, and draws up in light vapours 
tiny drops of pure water which it etherealises, 
and then gathers into clouds to be poured 
down afterwards upon the hills and thirsting 
earth. The rain falling thus upon yielding soil 
sinks deep, until many rills meet together 
before some hard substance, far down be- 
neath the surface, when they force their way 
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upward in a spring. Thus many a river 
begins. 

Notice how that out of the salt sea fresh 
water is drawn by the sun, and how little the 
quantities are which rise at a time. Do not 
we live, as it were, in a salt sea ? Life is 
restless ; it is almost impossible for human 
nature on this side the grave to be quite con- 
tented. Sins surround us, anxieties, tempta- 
tions, sorrows, contradictions. No one can 
avoid these things, but none are to be without 
their use to Christians. God is our Sun. 
And in the midst of every contradiction, and 
cross, and distress, and care, we should send 
up to Him prayer, praise, thanksgiving, inter- 
cession, supplication, adoration. We may 
turn everything to account in our spiritual 
life. Nothing should ever happen to us with- 
out our hearts almost involuntarily lifting 
themselves to God with some short ejaculation 
taught by love. And those little words and 
thoughts of love rising so often to God will be 
accepted by Him ; though they be so little yet 
He will gather them together — together they 
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will make a multitude, and that which we have 
offered to Him He will return to us with a 
double blessing. Behold the goodness of 
God ! He teaches us to make Him an offer- 
ing, and out of that very offering gives us 
grace and benediction. Those holy thoughts 
which we have raised to Him come back to 
dwell in our souls ; they sink deep through the 
earth of our hearts : they remain perhaps for 
a long time unknown to us ; but when any 
special trial comes then, as a spring, they 
burst forth and help us bear our cross. 

V. The boa-constrictor — that old serpent 
the devil — the lion, seeking whom he may 
devour — the cruel tiger, and other beasts of 
prey, lurk in the leafy coverts by the river's 
marge that when the timid animals of the 
forests, the antelope and deer and gazelle, 
come down to drink they may spring upon 
them. So evil spirits lie in wait for us at the 
very time we drink the water of life from any 
Sacramental channel. 

How great attention, my friends, we ought 
to pay to this ! The devil is very jealous of 
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any of Christ's redeemed ones getting spiritual 
assistance. He does his best to draw us off 
from Prayer and Bible-reading, and Confession 
and Holy Communion. If he fails in that, 
how often, when we have sought after any- 
thing good, he lays a snare that he may, if 
possible, undo the good ; waiting with jealous 
eye, watching for the first opportunity to make 
it of no use to us. Oh ! how we ought to 
beware lest through his subtlety and our 
carelessness we lose good gifts ! How many, 
joyful and self-confident, because God has 
been gracious to them in prayer, or in the 
ministry of reconciliation, or after they have 
but a very short time before received the 
Blessed Sacrament with earnest devotion 
have suddenly been met by some temptation 
and have fallen. When God permits us to 
drink most plentifully of what David so 
beautifully calls " the river of His pleasures," 
and " the fountain of life," then let us be 
most humble, let us realise that we are almost 
in our greatest danger, and that we, weak and 
unworthy, have no strength of ourselves 
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against the lion and the dragon, but that all 
our help cometh of the Lord "Who hath 
made heaven and earth." 

VI. Four rivers watered that Eden of old 
in which Adam was placed, and four rivers, 
the four Gospels, make glad our Eden, the 
City of God on earth. 

Two rivers form the boundaries of Christian 
life in the world, the Red Sea of Baptism and 
the swellings of Jordan. There were other 
ways by which the Israelites might have 
entered upon their journey through the wilder- 
ness, without crossing the Red Sea, but God 
appointed that they should begin by going 
through it ; just as for us He has ordained 
that we cannot really be Christians, nor begin 
Christian life, nor enter into Christian fellow- 
ship, except by being first baptised. There 
were other ways by which the Jews might 
have passed through the Jordan into Canaan 
without any necessity for the priests to stand 
in the midst of the river bearing the Ark ; 
but God ordered they should do so, and it was 
better for the people. And for us. Christian. 
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brethren ! When we have drawn near to the 
river of death shall we cross over to our 
Lord by our own way, or shall we ask that in 
that hour the Church may be beside us with 
her Sacraments, so that, according to^ the type 
of old, we may pass dryshod and without fear 
to the Presence of the Judge. 

While the Israelites wandered for those 
forty years through the desert, they drank of 
the water of that Rock of Horeb which 
Moses smote. " They drank of that Rock 
which followed them," says S. Paul, *' and that 
Rock was Christ." We, too, are in a desert ; 
we do not khow whether our wandering, our 
probation, will be long or short : but for us 
also a Rock has been smitten once, and if we 
would live, if we would reach Jordan alive in 
the Lord, we must drink of the Water which 
flowed thence for the refreshing of our souls. 

Of our blessed Lord it is said, ** He shall 
come down like rain upon the mown grass, as 
showers that water the earth." May we be 
permitted to receive Him in that gracious dew 
of benediction into our hearts. So may He 
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send a plentiful rain upon us His inheritance, 
and refresh us when we are weary. So may 
He lead us by the still waters of comfort, and 
cause us at last to lie down in peace by the 
river of God in the true eternal City evermore. 
Amen. 
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Song of Songs iv. i6. 

" Awake, O north wind ; and come, thou south ; blow 
upon My garden, that the spices thereof may flow out." 

The wild flowers, how they grow! Where 
they will they spring up, in vale and hedge- 
row, woodland, moorland, glen, forest, moun- 
tain ; fields of prairie flowers that human 
eye looks not upon ; summers of blossoms 
that have bloomed and fallen, seen of God 
and angels, but not by men. 

What a life they have I Every tiny seed 
instinct with a vitality which mortal wisdom 
cannot account for, and which makes it quite 
different from the earth on which it falls ; 
sending out living roots into the soil, thrust- 
ing its stem through the solid ground to the 
air above ; and opening out leaves, and green 



shoots, and sweet flowers, in the warm 
brightness. 

How beautiful they are ! A wilderness of 
snowdrops before winter is past ; broad sweeps 
of primrose in the dewy grass of spring; 
beds of blue hyacinths, like a carpet in the 
woods, as summer draws nearer ; and clusters 
of purple orchis edging the mass of yellow 
iris. The bees hum amongst them ; the birds 
are their companions ; and God's sun shines, 
and His rain falls, as much for them as for any 
garden flower that blooms. 

God made them as He made all nations of 
the world, and He made all nations as He 
made them. Heathen races to whom the 
Gospel has never been preached ; generations 
who lived before Christ came; men who, 
each in his own home, sang songs to wife and 
babe ; tribes that warred against each other 
in the struggle for existence ; nations cultiva- 
ting noble arts, but to whom God, as revealed 
to us, was unknown ; " the Gentiles." 

What a life they have had ! Heathen, yet 
with souls above the brute creation, and 
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spirits seeking upwards after God. Souls 
stretching out dim hands to the unseen 
around ; unable to live content amidst the 
mystery of being ; having a law of right, learnt 
perhaps from nature; and when failing, a dread 
of Nemesis and avenging deities. Instincts, 
alas, often perverted, and often how great ! 

And amongst them what virtues I Greek 
and Roman heroes, matrons, statesmen, 
warriors, slaves. Aristides the Just, and 
Socrates, and she who said, " Ubi tu Gains 
ego Gaia." The soberness and contentment 
of the Hindoo : the chastity and valour of the 
early Teutons : the home-love of the negro : 
the gratitude, fidelity, patriotism, of barbaric 
races. 

I do not say all good. There are noxious 
flowers and herbs, the adder gliding beneath 
your foot unawares, and unwelcome creeping 
things. Amongst men is marked the devil's 
handiwork too clearly to be missed. But in 
the world of nature the presence of evil is less 
than the presence of good ; and amidst all 
nations God beholds every plant that bursts 
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through the earth of unregenerate human 
hearts ; He sees every aspiration after the 
higher life, and smiles upon every blossom 
that opens, every deed done or word spoken 
in honour, kindness, gentleness, or truth. 
For though uncovenanted the Gentiles are 
still His. 

II. Next think of a garden, well fenced to 
keep out wild beasts or straying animals ; well 
watered when the rain falls not ; its growths 
thinned and planted out when fitting ; the 
weeds kept under, the soil enriched, the 
biting frosts shut off by good shelter; wild 
flowers, if brought in, become transformed, 
their colours deeper, their shades fuller ; there 
is a variety and excellence which could not be 
were the plants left to themselves. No, no. 
There is a gardener there. 

So our Lord has a garden, of which we. 
His covenanted people, are the flowers. It is 
large, for all the baptised have been brought 
into it : and how many and various they are ! 
Feeble plants that need constant attention ; 
poor ones in want of every help ; roots 
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running wild to be continually checked : and 
souls like the violet, full of modesty and 
hidden goodness; and the daisy, rising early 
to God ; or the tall Annunciation lily in holy 
purity ; or the sunflower bending itself all day 
long after the Sun of Righteousness ; or the 
rose, beautiful, sweet smelling, fragile, thorn- 
guarded, in reverent love. The most beautiful 
of all is the Gardener Himself, who is called 
the Rose of Sharon and the Lily of the 
Valley. 

Every flower has its place where He has put 
it : lilac and syringa, ribes, laburnum, red- 
thorn, lifted up; others covering all the 
ground below ; each appointed to do his best 
to glorify God, Whose garden would not be 
so fair were they all of one kind. Is it not 
something worth to be one of Christ's chil- 
dren ? Why need we fret about which we be 
in particular, when being His we can any- 
where love Him and do His Will ? 

There is a fence of Creeds, Commandments, 
Church Customs, to keep out enemies — and 
the worst forms of evil, possession by the 



devil, heathen cruelties and immoralities, are 
kept away ; but we have to beware of sins 
that come in less openly terrible shape. 
*' Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil 
the vines," it says in the Canticle, though the 
vineyard spoken of was Solomon's. 

Blight, caterpillar, worms, slugs, snails, have 
to be guarded against by other means than a 
hedge ; and early and late must he watch 
who would keep out of his heart envy, 
jealousy, uncharitableness, ill-temper, self- 
indulgence, or some such like infirmity. 

The gardener, too, prunes his plants and 
moves them, cuts down the shoots on the old 
stems of his grafted stocks, puts them to trials 
which the wild-flowers are free from, and even 
at times screens off from them the sun. And 
oiir Master, because we are Christians and in 
His keeping, takes pains, if we will suffer Him, 
to bring out in us the good we may be capable 
of, and purge away the faults that mar our 
characters : so that finally we may stand out 
better and more beautiful for the trials under- 
gone in the time of growth. Garden flowers 
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are expected to come to more perfection than 
those outside ; and we are taught not to give 
only to those who can give again, or to love 
alone our friends, or to praise God only when 
everything is pleasant round us. 

III. Then there is the Conservatory. 

It carries us to tropical lands, to perpetual 
heat and moisture. The flowers are the 
choicest and most gorgeous, most sensitive to 
change of temperature and other harms : only 
there are no storms nor earthquakes, nor 
venomous beasts. 

It is like an assembly of Saints : souls 
which have grown most beautiful in the love 
of God ; faith, courage, endurance, of the 
rarest ; holiness which perceives most quickly 
the approach of temptation, the taint of evil 
air ; and an atmosphere of spiritual evenness. 
They are protected, the enemies they have to 
face can be better kept under than those out- 
side ; but, and here the parallel does not lie 
exact, it is because they have endured and 
triumphed. Their atmosphere is even, because 
whatever hardships may surround them with- 
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out, in their hearts they rest in God ; their 
inner calm is not disturbed, and so they are at 
peace. 

Here is an aim for Christian endeavour. 
To prune down earthly passions till they are 
checked, hushed, stilled ; to cease, God help- 
ing us ; from our own works and desires ; then 
if our works are crossed we shall not grieve, 
if our desires thwarted we shall not be 
troubled. The divine life will grow apace in 
us ; and in that sense of rest in God's goodness, 
the won spirit of contentment to lay down 
everything before Him, the Father will come 
to us and breathe on us the peace of His own 
unbroken calm. 
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Psalm xxix. 4. 

" The Voice of the Lord is mighty in operation, the 
Voice of the Lord is a glorious voice." 

It is told of S. Chad that if he heard a storm 
he would stop reading and utter a short prayer ; 
if it continued, he would fall on his knees 
fixed in inward supplication ; if it became 
very violent he went to the Church, occupied 
in psalms and prayers. When the winds 
raged amongst the forest trees that girt 
Lichfield round, and rushed through the par- 
titions, rudely drawn together, of his habita- 
tion ; and the rain poured down on his wood 
cathedral, and the thunder rolled over head ; 
he felt God speaking as if He drew near, and 
himself drew near to Him in supplication. 

I suppose everyone feels the majesty of the 
thunder rumbling heavily along the sky, and the 
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magnificence of the quick flashing lightning. 
King David did, and many times his thoughts 
stirred up by it are uttered in Psalms. 

I. Let us take the 93rd. 

His wars placed him in possession of the 
sea-board — and he had perhaps gone down to 
overlook the territory, when a storm arose 
from across the Mediterranean. The white 
foam is whirled aloft by the gale, and the 
waters dash against the rocks and boulders, 
and he cries, ** the waves of the sea are 
mighty, and rage horribly." The tide is high 
and beats along the coast, " the floods are 
risen, O Lord ! the floods lift up their voice, 
the floods lift up their waves." The winds 
rush with fury, as if everything should fall 
before them, and overhead is massed the 
purple blackness of dense clouds. Then the 
Spirit of God is upon him, and he says, *• the 
Lord hath put on His apparel, and girded 
Himself with strength.'' He hath robed 
Himself with the storm-clouds; His arm 
flings the mighty wind, and secures the world, 
and upholds His seat. His throne is from 
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everlasting — what then is the turmoil of the 
elements to Him ? He established the world, 
therefore the tempest will not move it. The 
crests of the waves rise high " up to heaven 
and down again to the deep," but He is 
mightier. 

Is it because, at length, in the hush, a rain- 
bow appears, he says, " Thy testimonies, O 
Lord, are very sure " ? 

In the presence of this mighty God who 
shall not fear, whose sins not come to mind, 
whose resolutions to live truly not be con- 
firmed ? So he concludes, " Holiness be- 
cometh Thine House, O Lord, for ever !" 

II. Psalm 97th probably describes a storm 
at night. " Clouds and darkness are round 
about Him," the moon is hidden and the 
stars. But a fire goes before the Lord, broad 
streams of lightning " give shine unto the 
world ;" vivid and awful, it strikes a tree here, 
and a house there, and *' burneth up His 
enemies round about." There is an earth- 
quake, " the earth trembles,*' and men fear. 

There is no thought that this is a work of 
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nature alone : the Psalmist's faith is implicit ; 
by it, that is, by the storm, he says "the 
heavens have declared God's right eousnesis, 
and all the people have seen His glory." 

And therefore " Confounded be all they that 
worship carved images, that delight in vain 
gods." What help can your money give you 
in such a strait as this, the striving early and 
late for enrichment, seeker after gain? it 
cannot purchase you exemption from fear 
when the Lord ariseth to shake terribly the 
earth. What gratification have you in the re- 
membrance of your sinful delights, lover of 
pleasure more than lover of God, will you 
follow them now whilst the Lord's Hand is 
red in heaven ? The greediness of the 
Cretans, "do-nothing gluttons;" the words of 
swearing perhaps spoken yesterday ; the un- 
holy purpose wished, may be half-planned, in 
the mind ; — you are sorry for these things 
now, God grant it may be to true repentance. 

And *' ye that love the Lord," behold a new 
warning for you; a new proof that "the 
Lord is higher than all that are in the earth ;" 

E 



66 1CI)nn1itxitoxmii. 



" see that ye hate the thing that is evil," do 
not have it to torment your mind when you 
would most desire to be at peace with Him- 
For you light will again spring up and joyful 
gladness ; the storm will pass and all be fair 
again ; because God loves you and, partly for 
your sakes, blesses all creation, " Give thanks 
for a remembrance of His holiness." 

III. The 29th Psalm contains the memorial 
of a terrific tempest which swept across 
Palestine. Beginning at Lebanon, in the 
north, it breaks the huge cedars, the glory in 
those distant days of which a remnant still 
remains. There is a mighty strong wind which 
uplifts them, and moving southwards, through 
the whole length of the land, " shakes the 
wilderness of Cades." An earthquake shifts 
the solid mountains apparently, " Libanus 
also and Sirion . . . skip." And the trees 
of Israel and Judah are stripped bare of 
their leaves, and the deer terrified in their 
sheltered glades. 

But it is over, and David is calling together 
his people to offer their high ** Te Deum" of 
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thanksgiving. " Bring unto the Lord," O ye 
chiefs of the tribes, ye fathers of Israel, ye 
mighty and princes of the land, not sheep nor 
lambs, but the young rams, the lords of the 
flock, and "ascribe unto the Lord worship 
and strength. Give the Lord the honour 
due unto His Name, worship the Lord with 
holy worship." 

For it is the Lord that hath done all this. 
If the forces of nature have been at work. He 
made them and gave them their energies. If 
they have acted by ordered laws of cause and 
effect, His are the laws, their shape and being 
His. " It is the Lord that ruleth the sea," it 
did not give itself existence, nor come there 
merely by the concurrence of fortuituous 
chances ; it cannot act against His will, and 
He hath bound it by His decree ; He hath 
made it great, but Himself ** sitteth above the 
waterflood." It. is the Lord Whose voice is 
a glorious voice, mighty in operation ; the 
Lord Who remaineth a King for ever, the 
Lord Who gives strength to His people and the 
blessing of peace. This is the recurring note 



68 Ci)untieri^torm!e{. 



of the Psalm, " the Lord " and none else. 
Nature is not the final cause to which we have 
to turn ; we are to praise Him ; He is to " be 
exalted '* because of His majesty displayed 
through the elements ; we are to rejoice in 
Him and give thanks. I think of good Bishop 
Chad going into his Church to pray. 

IV. To bring a truth home to us from 
another side. 

The thunderstorm is a type of a special 
visitation from God, or permitted by Him : 
and not all the cedars of Libanus fell when 
the storm raged. 

At such a time the things which suffer most 
are those which are scattered about. Where, 
for instance, the trees stand massed together, 
one is a protection to the other, and con- 
sequently none are so much injured as if they 
stood out and alone. 

This shows us the good of unity amongst 
Christians. Joined together as we are in the 
Church, in one body united in one great 
organisation, if we are true to our Church- 
membership, Satan may come out as a roaring 
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lion and stir up great trials against us, but he 
cannot prevail as he would do if we were all 
disorganised, scattered hither and thither, 
with no Church and no Sacraments. The 
prayers of Church-people are a help one to 
the other, and when a sudden visitation of 
trial overtakes any of us, we cannot tell of 
how great assistance the intercessions of our 
brethren, and the Sacraments of the Church, 
are to us before the throne of God. For we 
are made strong by unity. 

And again consider how it is a tree, with 
huge girth of trunk and massive branches, is 
able to withstand storm and tempest without 
being overthrown. It is by having roots well 
planted in the ground. Were it all trunk and 
branches and show above, and nothing more, 
it would soon be overturned. But when the 
roots are firm and fast in the soil, not seen it 
is true, but spreading out with an immoveable 
grasp beneath, the tree is safe. And this is 
how Christ's servant in the Church should be. 
He is to grow up a good and strong tree for 
the Lord. He cannot hide his religion, for the 
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fruits of It must to a great extent be seen and 
known of all men, as surely as he lives. But 
he is in danger that even a whirlwind of trial 
may meet him at some time or other. And so he 
must have great roots of faith, hope, and charity, 
going away to our Lord ; an interior, un- 
seen, power and strength of holiness, by which 
he clings fast to the one sure foundation ; 
there must be an enduring basis of humility 
upon which his other virtues may grow up ; 
and then when the storm rises he will be safe. 
V. This is why Christian people have so 
little need to fear when either the actual 
tempest or the figurative one is raging. It 
would be idle to imagine there are not a very 
great many persons who, perhaps from con- 
stitutional timidity, are afraid of lightning and 
thunder ; and many who shrink sadly from 
possible suffering to be faced, or opposition to 
be undergone. In either case, being God's, 
" God shall help them, and that right early." 
It is part of the great blessing of joy, which 
is the heritage of the Church, that we should 
go on our way with even and thankful hearts ; 
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unweighted by any care or anxiety as to what 
may possibly happen by-and-bye, if only we 
are careful to do our duty truly now, in this 
present, hour by hour as it comes before us, 
and are earnest to repent if we go astray. 
Then, the Lord, Who is King, "be the people 
never so impatient," Who ** sitteth between 
the Cherubim be the earth never so unquiet/' 
will provide for our defence and protection, 
and whatever else is needful for us. To turn 
to the mystical interpretation once more, and 
the 46th Psalm, "Though the earth be 
moved," that is, though our whole human 
nature be stirred up by some trial to its very 
centre ; ^' though the hills be carried into the 
midst of the sea," that is, though those very 
qualities in ourselves in which we most trusted, 
or those things in the world on which we most 
relied, fail us and are tossed about or sunk in 
the midst of the trouble ; and ** though the 
waters of the sea rage and swell," that is, 
though the billows of temptation come against 
us with such a torrent of passion and fury as 
we rarely feel ; " though the mountains shake 
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at the tempest of the same," that is, though 
the very foundations upon which we rest all 
our faith and hope are moved to their very 
base by the force of the trial which is raised 
against us ; yet we will not fear. God is still 
" our hope and strength, a very present help 
in time of trouble :" He Who has said, " when 
thou passeth through the waters I will be with 
thee ;• and through the rivers, they shall not 
overflow thee ; when that walkest through the 
fire thou shall not be burnt, neither shall the 
flame kindle upon thee." 



